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–National Recognition for Barton School and Grand Opening  
West Bend is now home to the new Barton School Apartments, which consists of 
22 apartments and 18 townhomes. Renovated from the former Barton 
Elementary School, the apartments are filled with historic elements preserved 
from the 1924 school building. Commonwealth Companies developed the 
affordable housing project in partnership with Wisconsin Partnership for Housing 
Development, and with support from numerous private- and public-sector 
funding partners, including SRP funding for site assessment and a remedial action 
plan. US EPA Region 5 took notice, recognizing the Washington County SRP and 
the City of West Bend for ‘Outstanding Contributions in Brownfields 
Redevelopment’ at the National Brownfields Conference in Los Angeles in 
December 2019. The project celebrated its grand opening on February 6, 2020. To 
learn more about this project, visit the SRP Success Stories map and watch the 
Barton School Apartments video at: https://bit.ly/2UxiFET     

Exceptional Collaboration Key to 
SRP’s Success 
The SRP has accomplished much over the 
past five years, stimulating several 
successful redevelopment projects that 
have resulted in millions of dollars in 
leveraged funds, as depicted in the 
graphic at left. This success is due in part 
to the thoroughly collaborative nature of 
the program. Coalition members work 
together to share resources and direct 
SRP funds where they are needed most 
and where they will have the most 
impact. The SRP’s Project Management 
Team, which includes experts in 
environmental remediation, economic 
development, and redevelopment/reuse 
planning, helps the SRP prioritize and 
make judicious use of SRP funds in the 
interests of the County.  

Commonwealth Companies, City of West Bend, and 
Washington County officials with the EPA award 

“The Washington County Site Redevelopment Program serves as an excellent model of collaboration for brownfield projects.  
By forming a coalition of local communities, the SRP has been able to assess and redevelop troubled properties much quicker than 
any one community could likely do alone. There’s strength in numbers and the SRP has certainly taken advantage of that 
approach. After witnessing their work firsthand it’s no surprise why the SRP is the recipient of multiple EPA brownfields grants.” 

-- Brian Kennedy, US EPA Brownfields Project Manager 
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New Hotel and Commercial Office Building 
Coming to Gehl Property in West Bend  
A portion the former Gehl Company’s manufacturing 
facility will soon be home to a new 68-room Marriott 
TownePlace extended stay hotel and 16,000-square-foot 
multi-tenant commercial office building. The City of West 
Bend acquired the property from Gehl Company in 2008 
and led the remediation and demolition of several 
obsolete manufacturing buildings on the site. The SRP 
contributed $18,000 for a hotel market demand study, 
which demonstrated the market viability for the hotel 
and was instrumental in securing the interest of Marriott 
and the development team. Construction on the 
buildings will start this spring. 
This model development project benefits West Bend and 
Washington County as a whole by achieving “triple 
bottom line” objectives: 
• Social/People – by creating a place where people  

can work, visit, and engage in new ways 
• Environmental/Planet – by cleaning up and redeveloping blighted and contaminated sites, leveraging the city’s 

existing infrastructure for a higher and better use 
• Economic/Profit – by benefiting both the private sector (enabling successful private development) and the public 

sector (growing local tax base, reducing the tax burden for individual and utility rate payers) 

Update on Rincon 225 in Downtown Hartford 
Construction of the Rincon 225 Apartments is moving along! Tenant move-in 
could begin as soon as mid-summer 2020. To learn more about this 
transformative project in Downtown Hartford, check out the SRP Success 
Stories map and watch the Rincon 225 video at: https://bit.ly/2UxiFET   

Kewaskum and Germantown have joined the Coalition! 
The Coalition is thrilled to welcome the Village of Kewaskum and Village of 
Germantown as the newest members of the Washington County Coalition. 

Disclaimer: Though this project has been funded, wholly or in part, by USEPA, the contents of this document do not necessarily reflect the views 
and policies of USEPA. 

Stay Up-to-Date with the Site Redevelopment Program: 
√ Attend SRP meetings – they are open to the public. The next SRP meeting will occur in spring 2020. A meeting agenda can be 

downloaded at: http://www.co.washington.wi.us/srp 
√ Try out the EDWC Site Redevelopment Project Tool at: www.edwc.org (click “Location Analysis” at the top) 
√ Read the SRP Success Stories! Visit at: https://bit.ly/2UxiFET 
√ Contact Debora Sielski, Washington County Planning & Parks Dept., at (262) 335-4445 or deb.sielski@co.washington.wi.us 

“We knew this site had high potential for redevelopment and 
are pleased to present the first hotel located in downtown 
West Bend. This is the type of project that will enhance the 
community and attract new visitors and businesses.” 

-- Kraig Sadownikow, President of American Construction Services  
and American Architectural Group 

Construction of Rincon 225, an 82-unit, five-story apartment 
building, environmental assessment funded in part by the SRP. 

Rendering of 68-room Marriott TownePlace underway in City of West Bend. SRP funds 
supported a hotel market study to drive redevelopment and attract a new hotel use.  


